
 
 

 
5th February 2020 
 
 
Dear Councillor; 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a COUNCIL FINANCE MEETING in the COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, 101 High Street, Blaenavon, at 6:30 pm on WEDNESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 
2020. 
 
Members of the public have the right to ask questions at Council meetings and to speak in 
Welsh or English, provided that at least 3 working days’ notice in writing of the question has 
been provided to the Clerk. 
 

Agenda 
 

 
1. To receive any questions from the public.  

 
2. To receive and accept apologies. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest: Members are invited to declare any interests they may have 

in any items on the Agenda.  
 

4. To present an ordinary donation cheque to Forgeside Rugby Club. 
 

5. Council Meetings: To confirm the minutes of the Council Finance Meeting held on 
the 8th January 2020. 

 
6. To consider and make any determinations relevant to the Auditor General for Wales 

Report 2020, regarding Financial Management and Governance – Community and 
Town Councils 2018-19 

 
7. To consider and make any determinations relevant to the Auditor General for Wales’ 

invitation to comment on Future Audit Arrangements for Community Councils in 
Wales 2020-21 onwards. 

 
8. To discuss and make a determination regarding recognition for the Town Council on 

advertising material produced by the World Heritage Committee 2020. 



 

9. To discuss potential Town Council projects for allocation into the Project Action Plan 
2020/21. Relevant updates or new projects as notified. 

 
• Swift Project - Cllr Huybs 
• Garn Lakes Summer Fayre – Cllr Harvey 

 
 

10. Responsible Finance Officer’s Update: To receive the January 2020 financial update. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Warren. MInstLM. FCMI. 
 
Clerk to the Council. 
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BLAENAVON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL FINANCE MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2020 AT 6.30PM AT THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, 101 HIGH ST, BLAENAVON. 

 
 

In attendance: 
    
Councillor: Cllr Lewis Evans (In the Chair) 
 
Councillors in attendance: A. Jones, G. Davies, N. Horler, J. Huybs, J. Denley Jones, L. 
Cowles, E. Harvey, A Parry 
 
Visitors: Leighton Williams & Geraint Reynolds - Forgeside RFC.  
 
The Finance meeting of the Council was opened at 6:30pm by the Chairman Councillor 
Lewis Evans who welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance. 
 
 
1. To receive any questions from the public. 
 
None present. 
 
2. Apologies 

 
Cllrs P. Roberts, S. Bright & G. McCann 
 
 
3. Declaration of interests 

 
None. 
 
4. To present an ordinary donation cheque to Forgeside Rugby Club. 
 
A cheque for £250 was presented to Leighton Williams & Geraint Reynolds Forgeside RFC to 
help with the cost of replacing pads for the scrummaging machine. Photos were taken by Cllr 
Huybs for use on social media. 
 
Resolved: Cheque presented to Forgeside Rugby Club. 
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5. To confirm the minutes of the Council Finance Meeting held on the 8th January 2020 
as a true and accurate record 
 

The minutes were read for accuracy via the projector screen. 
 
It was proposed by Alan Jones and seconded by Cllr. Liam Cowles that the minutes be 
approved. This was agreed. 
 
Resolved: Minutes approved by members. 
 
 
6. To consider and make any determinations relevant to the Auditor General for Wales 

Report 2020, regarding Financial Management and Governance – Community and 
Town Councils 2018-19. 

 
All documents had been sent out to members for their perusal prior to the finance meeting.  
 
Key areas of interest were highlighted by the Clerk who presented them in further detail to 
members 
 
Resolved: Auditor General for Wales Report 2020 noted by members. 
 
 
7. To consider and make any determinations relevant to the Auditor General for 

Wales’ invitation to comment on Future Audit Arrangements for Community 
Councils in Wales 2020-21 onwards.  

 
All documents had been sent out to members for their perusal prior to the finance meeting.  
 
Key areas of interest were highlighted by the Clerk particularly around the proposed audit 
arrangements for 2020/21 and 2021/22. An explanation was provided regarding the completion 
of the invitation to comment by the Town Council regarding the proposed changes. 
 
The Clerk explained that he would provide a comment to the Auditor General on behalf of the 
Council regarding the proposed changes. 
 
Resolved: Future Audit arrangements noted by members. Clerk to complete invitation to 
comment link as provided by the Auditor General for Wales. 
 
 
8. To discuss and make a determination regarding recognition for the Town Council 

on advertising material produced by the World Heritage Committee 2020. 
 
The Clerk highlighted the presence of posters and banners within the town publicising the 
forthcoming World Heritage Day. The Council has set aside £7000 towards the cost of the 
event and it was felt that this needed to be shown on any future advertising.  
 
Cllr Gareth Davies, Chair of the World Heritage Committee said that this would be addressed 
going forward. 
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A brief discussion took place amongst members who were unanimous in their determination 
that any future promotion material must have the Town Council Crest and the words ‘Funded 
by Blaenavon Town Council’ placed within it. 
 
Resolved: All future material publicising World Heritage Day to include ‘Funded by 
Blaenavon Town Council’ together with the Council Crest. 
 
 
9. To discuss potential Town Council projects for allocation into the Project Action 

Plan 2020/21. Relevant updates or new projects as notified. 
 
 
Swift Project 
 
Cllr. Huybs previously sent out to members her proposal for perusal prior to the finance 
meeting. The project details were displayed to members via the projector screen. 
 
The proposed plan is for Swift boxes to be erected around the town to encourage Swifts to 
nest and increase the population. Swifts are currently amber listed with the RSPB as an 
endangered species. 
 
A discussion took place amongst members who were positive about the project but wanted 
further research done for the costs and health and safety risks of erecting the swift boxes. 
 
Cllr. Gareth Davies proposed the project in principal Cllr. Alan Jones seconded the proposal. 
 
 
Resolved: Cllr. Huybs to research finer details of costs and installation and report back to 
members. 
 
 
Garn Lakes Summer Fete 
 
Cllr. Harvey previously sent out to members her proposal for perusal prior to the finance 
meeting. The project details were displayed to members via the projector screen. 
 
The proposed plan is to deliver a Summer Fete at Garn Lakes Blaenavon on the 25th July 
2020 for the residents of Blaenavon and surrounding areas. The event will be an addition to 
support the 20th anniversary of Blaenavon receiving World Heritage Status. 
 
This event will be similar to, but not mirroring, previous events at this location which was 
last held during the summer of 2013 and organised by Torfaen County Borough Council.  
 
Cllr. Harvey went on to explain in finer detail the highlights of the day to members. 
 
A discussion took place amongst members who were very positive about the project and felt 
it would be well received by the community and visitors from further afield.  
 
In order for the event to run smoothly, Cllr. Harvey requested that a small event steering 
group be convened to facilitate progress and report back to Full Council on a monthly basis.  
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The group will consist of the following: 
 

• Cllr Emma Harvey (Project Lead) 
• Cllr Jackie Huybs (Press & Social Media Officer) 
• Clerk and Administrator  
• Healthy Blaenavon Officer 
• 1 x nominated Cllr to complete the group  

 
Cllr. Alan Jones volunteered to be the additional Councillor supporting the group as his links 
with TCBC would be invaluable when organising the event. 
 
The Clerk then displays a poster design via the projector screen which will be posted on 
Facebook to gauge interest in the event. 
 
Cllr. Alan Jones proposed the project, seconded by Cllr. Jac Denley-Jones. 
 
This was noted and approved by members. 
 
Resolved: Members in agreement to support the Garn Lakes Project 
 
 
 
Blaenavon Vocal Eyes Website – Project Budget (updated Feb 2020) 
 
Cllr. Davies informed members that he had been in recent meetings with the Public Service 
Board, Police, and Torfaen County Borough Council discussing the Vocal Eyes Project that 
Blaenavon Town Council are about to launch.  
 
They have offered funding of £20,000 to this project and would use the Vocal Eyes website 
within Blaenavon Town Council as a pilot for potential future projects within the surrounding 
areas.  
 
As projects are approved by Vocal Eyes, the financial award would be sent directly to the 
project recipient. This will reduce the administrative burden placed on the Town Council. 
The annual cost to the Council would be a contribution of £5k. 
 
Cllr. Davies noted that further meetings would be taking place and approval for funding will 
be sometime in March 2020. 
 
Members considered the proposal by Cllr Davies and were unanimously in support of it. 
 
Resolved: Members in agreement to support the project. Cllr. Davies to update further 
information as approval has been accepted. 
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10. Responsible Finance Officer’s Update: To receive the January 2020 financial 
update. 

 
Members were presented with the January 2020 financial update by the RFO Kevin Warren.  
 
The areas alluded to in the presentation were:  
 

• Income and Expenditure 
• Credit Card Payments 
• Cheques Written 
• Bacs payments 
• Cash Book Transactions  
• Bank Reconciliation 
• VAT Accrued 
• Budget 
• Project Expenditure & Revenue 

 
Resolved: Financial update accepted by members.  
 
 
 
 
The meeting was ended at 7:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman Signed:                                                                                       Date: 11/03/20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


